
Enrol! 
Vote! 
Make Women count!
10 questions to ask your candidates
With the national election pending, candidates are out in force. Here are 
some questions you might like to ask them about their approach.

1. What are your strategies on ensuring more women are in decision making positions in business, 
government and community sectors?

2. What will your party do to improve womens wages, which are currently 10.6 % lower than men’s wages?

3. What is your plan to increase the level of safety of women, young people and the broader community?

4. How will your party address the binge drinking epidemic that is negatively impacting on young women?

5. What strategies does your party have in place to address the fact that New Zealand young women have 
the highest suicide rate in the OECD?

6. What will you do to address young women’s sexual and reproductive health and rights considering 
we have the fi fth highest teenage pregnancy rate in the world and rising rates of sexually transmitted 
infections throughout the country?

7. How will you increase access to affordable community based childcare?

8. What are your plans to support our children and young people, and assist them to reach their potential?

9. How will you recognise and address disadvantages faced by our Maori communities, especially our 
young Maori women?

10. What will you to ensure all members of our community including women, refugees, people from culturally 
and linguistic backgrounds, and the disadvantaged, access their human rights?



Hints to assist you 
to make it count!
• Make sure you are enrolled correctly. Enrolling to vote is easy. You will not 

be able to vote if you are not enrolled before Election Day.  It is compulsory to be 
enrolled if you are qualified, although voting is optional. Visit www.elections.org.nz or 
Freephone the  Electoral Commission - Te Kaitiaki Take Kowhiri on 0800 36 76 56      

• Understand the voting system! There’s a Referendum taking place at the same 
time as the 2011 General Election that gives you the chance to have your say on the 
voting system you’d like to use to elect our Parliaments in the future. 
Visit http://www.referendum.org.nz/ for more info

• Find out which electorate you are in and who is running in your electorate: info 
should be available in range of locations including your local electorate office.

• Read up on candidates/parties polices. Each political party has a website which has 
information regarding polices and platforms.

•  Determine the important issues for you.

• Ask candidates questions if you see them at events and public places. Take the 
opportunity to discuss issues personally.

• Get information about arrangements for polling day – important information 
includes the date and where your nearest polling booth is

•  And finally...don’t forget to VOTE!

YWCA of Aotearoa New Zealand thinks that the most important issues for the upcoming election include: 
supporting women’s leadership in business, government and the community, reducing the gender pay gap, eliminating violence 
against women and girls and increasing respectful relationshipswhich would assist in addressing the binge drinking and youth 
suicide rates we are currently experiencing.

To fi nd out more about our election priorities and the work that we do go to www.ywca.org.nz


